
The ukulele has the characteris.c Mar.n sound, balanced, good projec.on, and “jangley.”   It doesn’t have the rich quali.es of some other 
expensive ukuleles…but the sound is quintessen.al ukulele.

UkeGuide

Scale Length Measured Scale Length Number of Frets Side Marker Dots? Body Style

Soprano 13.75 inches 17 Yes (white) Double bout

Sound Board Back & Sides Fretboard Bridge Radius Fretboard?

Mahogany Mahogany Rosewood Rosewood (Slo@ed) No

Nut & Saddle Compensated Saddle? Finish Overall Length & Weight Tuner Type

Appears to be bone Yes Flat (oil) 21.25 in., 14.7oz. FricGon

Ac.on at 1st Fret Ac.on at 12th Fret Nut Width Space @ 1st Fret* Depth @ 3rd Fret*

0.5 mm 2.6 mm 35.02mm 9.66 mm (30.76 G-A) 19.45 mm

Mar.n S1 Soprano Ukulele

Cost 
(U.S. Dollars) $0 $1500

Value
Price exceeds value

Build Quality
Cri.cal issues Appears flawless

Appearance
Plain Many appointments

Availability 
(At .me of review) Difficult to find

Sound Quality
Poor

Volume
Soc/Muted Loud

Tone
Dark Bright

Price meets value Value exceeds price

Readily available

Excellent

Playability
Build makes playing easierBuild does not ease playing

There are two ukulele manufacturers who have been in business for 100 years; Mar.n has taken 
some years off in the process.  This is the ukulele that everyone else uses as a template…solid 
mahogany, classic design, crown headstock, dovetail fretboard.  It is ahrac.ve, has the unique Mar.n 
tone, and is a fine ukulele.  At the same .me, this model is made in Mexico—with the same processes 
and materials used by Mar.n in the past—but the price doesn’t reflect the status as an import.

$419 

This is the quintessen.al ukulele.  While it is plain, it is the most recognizable style of ukulele in existence.

Accessories Included: Gig bag 
Links: UkeStuff.Info Video Review Got a Ukulele Review

Clear and balanced

4.5 Ukes

*Between Strings 
**Top of strings to bohom of neck

The neck has a shallow depth, and wide spacing on the strings, even on a 35mm nut.  It makes it easier to play than many sopranos.

While it is a simple build, it is done to Mar.n’s high standards.  The build is clean, but mine has an odd “fill” on the back.  The dog hair mahogany is 
otherwise prehy.  I would prefer it without the Mar.n s.cker on the top (laser etch it on the back) and the transfer rosehe.  I also replaced the tuners.

While a fantas.c ukulele, as an import, it is overpriced—you are paying a premium for the brand.  It isn’t a $1000 Koa instrument, but it is an import.

Good volume

10/2019

Ra.ng Summary Statement

https://youtu.be/30RqZiAeP9U
https://youtu.be/BDBdICqQ_D0
https://youtu.be/30RqZiAeP9U
https://youtu.be/BDBdICqQ_D0

