
Readily available
Plan for a set-up and to deal with sharp fret ends/nut; if yours doesn’t need adjustment, that’s a bonus.  
 It is a standard 35mm nut with string spacing          a little wider than average.

Playability

It is a little brighter than many laminate ukuleles, but the tone lacks complexity.  It isn’t unpleasing, but there are better sounding laminate models.

UkeGuide

Scale Length Measured Scale Length Number of Frets Side Position Markers? Body Style

Concert 15 inches 18 No Double Bout

Sound Board Back & Sides Fretboard Bridge Radius Fretboard?

Laminate Zebrawood Laminate Zebrawood Rosewood Rosewood (tie bar) No

Nut & Saddle Compensated Saddle? Finish Overall Length & Weight Tuner Type

 Bone No Satin 24.25 in., 15.7 oz. Open Geared

Action at 1st Fret Action at 12th Fret Nut Width Space @ 1st Fret* Depth @ 3rd Fret*

>0.5 mm (slightly) 2.75mm 34.99 mm 9.01 mm (29.38 mm G-A) 21.55 mm

Caramel Concert Zebrawood Ukulele CC102A

Cost 
(U.S. Dollars) $0 $1500

Value
Price exceeds value

Build Quality
Critical issues Appears flawless

Appearance
Plain Many appointments

Availability 
(At time of review) Difficult to find

Poor

Volume
Soft/Muted Loud

Tone
Dark Bright

Price meets value Value exceeds price

Excellent

Build makes playing easierBuild does not ease playing

Caramel Ukuleles were originally sold under “Rubin” (if you see a Rubin for sale) and were one of the 
first budget-priced direct-from-China ukuleles. Their pricing was unheard of and minor quality 
control issues were tolerated and expected.  That is likely still true, although there are competitors in 
the same price range with better reports of quality control.  An updated model (pin bridge) is still 
available on Amazon, although, at the time of writing, not on their website.  Great for uke 

$36

Generally plain.  I have to be honest; I’m not a big fan of Zebrawood or the sun rosette; but that is 100% personal preference.   
ABS binding. The logo has been treated differently over the years.  This one has been picked at by a student.

Accessories Included: As shipped, none. 
                                                   
Links: UkeStuff.Info  

The tone is bright—thinner than you would want/expect.  Sustain is in the higher frequencies.

3.0 Ukes

*Between Strings 
**Top of strings to bottom of neck 
***Action has been adjusted

This model, roughly four years old, was made very well; they have some issues such as sharp fret ends and 
high action; but that is true of many ukuleles that cost far more.  Some buyers have reported other issues.

In 2016, when this was purchased, a $36 laminate concert ukulele was unheard of.  It represented extreme value at the time.  An 
updated package is $40 on Amazon…still incredible value, but there are other brands right there with them, some with better QC.

The volume is okay; the sound is clear.  Not a lot of lower/mid resonance.
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Rating Summary Statement

Updated version available on Amazon as a kit for $40, not on eBay or their own website at the time of the review.

Sound Quality

https://youtu.be/gU17tMXZrTA
https://youtu.be/gU17tMXZrTA

