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Welcome to the wonderful world of ukulele!   

GCEA U comes from my experience teaching elementary music during the COVID-19 pandemic of 
2020.  2019-2020 was my first year in an elementary classroom.  I taught ukulele to 5th grade, but 
used ukulele as my main accompaniment with all grade levels.  As my instrucTon moved online, I kept 
playing and singing with my ukulele, and as the weeks went on, parents started e-mailing me, asking for 
recommendaTons of what ukulele they should buy, as well as where their students could take lessons…
in grades 1-5!  I made recommendaTons and shared links, but realized that while there are many 
instrucTonal videos available, there wasn’t a free systemaHc series that helped new ukulele players to 
get going. As a result, GCEA U was created. 
 
In this method, you will work through two introductory videos and five instrucTonal videos.  The 
instrucTonal videos include songs (all in the public domain to avoid copyright issues)—as well as skill 
drills and links to ukulele video play alongs for addiTonal pracTce with the goal of having you learn the 
first five chords.  Many people are taught the first five chords in one lesson, which can result in 
overload.  We need Tme for our brains to process what we are learning, and to put things “into our 
fingers.”  

At the end of this introductory course, there is a “Final Exam” that you can complete to earn a 
cerTficate of compleTon. Details about this process are listed in that part of the lesson.  Upon 
compleTon, you will be e-mailed a cerTficate of compleTon, as well as a record of clock hours (10) so a 
teacher can use this program for relicensure (check with your commilee to make sure that it qualifies 
for your school/district/state). 

Please consider joining the GCEA U Facebook Group, where you can post your final exam, or ask 
quesTons along the way (or anyTme aKer).  hlps://www.facebook.com/groups/631711214370811 

The program is free, but donaTons to hlps://www.buymeacoffee.com/ukestuff are always welcome! 

Thank you for parTcipaTng in GCEA U! 

Christopher J. Russell, Ph.D. 
ukestuff.info

About the Program

https://www.facebook.com/groups/631711214370811
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/ukestuff
https://www.facebook.com/groups/631711214370811
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/ukestuff
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IntroducTon (6 min) hlps://youtu.be/Br2vczq7wI4 

Lesson 1 (21 min) hlps://youtu.be/BlOA9iyzm6I 

Lesson 2 (24 min) hlps://youtu.be/Xd2013veVJc

Lesson 1 (35 min) hlps://youtu.be/n7rKqS4H69A 

Lesson 2 (18 min) hlps://youtu.be/PsI9i1kojMk 

Lesson 3 (19 min) hlps://youtu.be/U5HN718APrg 

Lesson 4 (14 min) hlps://youtu.be/uM7MsRN3LU 

Lesson 5 (13 min) hlps://youtu.be/81qD4XoVYnc 

Final Exam Info (3 min) hlps://youtu.be/kdklHtotQKs

Introduc2on to Ukulele 
U101

Beginning Ukulele 
U102

GCEA U Playlist on YouTube

hlps://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8_PsjHwo54SdO49azOnJ1OjzHv3n8j4z

https://youtu.be/Br2vczq7wI4
https://youtu.be/BlOA9iyzm6I
https://youtu.be/Xd2013veVJc
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8_PsjHwo54SdO49azOnJ1OjzHv3n8j4z
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8_PsjHwo54SdO49azOnJ1OjzHv3n8j4z
https://youtu.be/n7rKqS4H69A
https://youtu.be/PsI9i1kojMk
https://youtu.be/U5HN718APrg
https://youtu.be/uM7MfhRN3LU
https://youtu.be/81qD4XoVYnc
https://youtu.be/kdklHtotQKs
https://youtu.be/n7rKqS4H69A
https://youtu.be/PsI9i1kojMk
https://youtu.be/U5HN718APrg
https://youtu.be/uM7MfhRN3LU
https://youtu.be/81qD4XoVYnc
https://youtu.be/kdklHtotQKs
https://youtu.be/Br2vczq7wI4
https://youtu.be/BlOA9iyzm6I
https://youtu.be/Xd2013veVJc
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The ukulele is a freled string instrument with four strings and is a part of the lute family.  In Hawaiian, 
it is spelled ‘ukulele and is pronounced “oo-koo-ley-ley.” Ukuleles are made out of a number of 
combinaTons of plasTc, laminate wood, and solid wood, and generally are available in four main sizes: 
soprano, concert, tenor, and baritone. 

In the late 1800s, Hawaii brought in foreign workers to work in the sugar fields, and several cabinet 
makers from the Autonomous Region of Madeira came to take advantage of the opportunity.  Manuel 
Nunes, Jose do Espirito Santo, and Augusto Dias are credited as the first ukulele makers, arriving in 
Hawaii in 1879 on the ship Ravenscrag.  The ukulele is a combinaTon of two instruments from 
Madiera: the tuning of the rajão and its body from the cavaquinho/machete/braguinha.  The oldest 
known ukulele was made by Jose do Espirito Santo in 1879.  Hawaii’s King David Kalākaua loved the 
instrument, and as a result, it became very popular and a permanent part of Hawaiian culture. 

The ukulele came to the alenTon of the mainland United States in an exhibit about Hawaii at the 1915 
Pan American ExposiTon.  People heard and saw the ukulele, and wanted to play it.  As a result, many 
ukuleles were sold, and sheet music was commonly sold in music stores with ukulele chords, much like 
sheet music is usually sold with guitar chords today.   

The second wave of popularity of the ukulele began in the 1950s as a result of the Arthur Godfrey 
Show.  Arthur Godfrey played the Baritone ukulele, but also adverTsed a plasTc ukulele made by 
Maccaferri—and over nine million of them were sold!   

The third wave of popularity of the ukulele started between 2006 and 2010, thanks in part to the many 
books by Jim Beloff and the viral videos made by ukulele virtuoso Jake Shimabukuro.  The ukulele has 
become an instrument used around the world, and people love the affordability, portability, and 
approachability of the instrument.  The ukulele is an amazing instrument that allows people to play and 
sing their music, whatever kind of music that is! 

History of the Ukulele
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Ukulele sizes can be confusing for new players.  We classify ukuleles by their scale length--the 
distance between the nut and the saddle of a ukulele.  UlTmately, larger scale instruments offer more 
space between frets than smaller scale instruments.  You can play any size of ukulele, but you may 
develop a preference for a parTcular size.  Players with large hands may find larger scales easier to 
play; players smaller hands may find smaller scales easier to play.  While there are other sizes, the four 
primary sizes of the ukulele are soprano, concert, tenor, and baritone. 

The smallest of these four sizes is the soprano, which was the original size of the ukulele.  The scale 
length of a soprano is around thirteen inches.  Sopranos are known to be punchy and bright, and are 
excepTonally good for providing harmonic and rhythmic support.  Most sopranos are tuned GCEA, 
but there are many alternaTve tunings including ADF♯B.  Some people think the soprano is too small 

to play and is a toy—but that is untrue.  The soprano is a legiTmate instrument, and it is the size of 
ukulele that started it all. 

Increasing in size, the next ukulele is the concert ukulele.  Some experts think that the MarTn 
taropatch, created in the 1910s, was the inspiriaTon for the concert ukulele.  A taropatch has eight 
strings, and is slightly larger than a soprano ukulele.  If you remove four of the eight strings on a 
taropatch, you end up with a concert ukulele.  Some sources suggest that “concert” is used because 
the instrument shares the same tuning and pitch range as a soprano ukulele.  If it were named “alto,” it 
would indicate that it has a lower range than a soprano, which is not true. The scale length of a 
concert ukulele is around fiKeen inches.  Concert ukuleles are oKen popular with beginning players as 
they offer more space on the fretboard and a have a slightly fuller sound than a soprano ukulele.

Sizes of the Ukulele

Soprano 
21 inches overall 

13 inch scale length

Concert 
23 inches overall 

15 inch scale length

Tenor 
26 inches overall 

17 inch scale length

Baritone 
30 inches overall 

19 inch scale length

*Images are not to scale
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The tenor ukulele was a natural progression for the instrument—if you’re going to make a concert 
ukulele, why not make it a lille bigger?  The first tenor ukuleles were introduced in the mid 1920s.  
While the tenor ukulele is larger than soprano and concert ukuleles, it is tuned the same and shares the 
same range.  The tenor body creates a sound that tends to be louder and more complex than smaller 
ukuleles.  The scale length of a tenor ukulele is around seventeen inches, and string tension will be 
noTceably higher on a tenor than on a concert or a soprano.  There is a myth that professionals only 
play tenor ukuleles—but many professionals do play tenor because of its sound quality and volume, and 
because the highest frets are easier to play. 

Baritone ukuleles were introduced in the 1940s, much later than any of the other scale lengths.  The 
baritone, due to its size, has a much deeper and fuller tone than other scales of the ukulele.  In general, 
baritones have a scale length of nineteen to twenty inches.  The baritone also uses different tuning 
than other ukuleles—DGBE—exactly like the top four strings of a guitar.  This makes the baritone easier 
for guitarists to play, but the different tuning can be a real challenge for ukulele players who are used 
to ukuleles that are tuned GCEA.  With its different tuning and larger size, the baritone ukulele has had 
a mixed recepTon in the ukulele world.  There are fewer overall resources for the baritone, but on the 
bright side, baritones have become increasingly popular and there are more models available than ever 
before! 

In the long run, it doesn’t maler what scale you play, as long as you are happy playing it. 

Sizes of the Ukulele (con2nued)
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To the LeK Handed Players in the World: 

I see you, and I acknowledge your challenges.  My Dad is leK-handed, too. 

The music world is right hand dominant.  Unless there is a massive physical disability (e.g. limb 
difference), most instruments are right hand dominant, if not outright (no pun intended) right handed.  
Yes, there are two handed instruments, such as percussion instruments (including piano).  And yes, 
some wind instruments require two hands, including the recorder, flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, and 
saxophone—but even on these instruments, the posiTons of the right and leK hand are indicated by the 
posiTon of pads and holes. 

When it comes to ukulele and leK handed playing there are two schools of thought. 

School of Thought #1 says: 

 Most ukuleles are right-handed.  Therefore, if you want to play ukulele, you should make chord 
  shapes with your leM and and strum with your right hand.  This is the only way to do this. 

School of Thought #2 says: 

 Yes, most ukuleles are strung ‘right handed.’  However, you have leM hand dominance, so you 
  have three opHons.   

 First, you can learn right handed.  This is the course of acHon with the least resistance, and it means  
 that you can play any right handed ukulele from any store without modificaHon, and all ukulele  
 resources will appear correctly for how you play.   

 Second, you can have the strings reordered backwards.  You would strum with your leM hand   
 and play chords with your right hand.  Remember that nearly all ukulele resources are right handed,   
 and many ukulele features such as cutouts and electronics are placed on ukuleles for right handed 
 players. 

 Finally, you can take a right handed ukulele and play it leM-handed, with the leM hand strumming 
 and the right hand playing chords.  If you do this, you can play nearly any ukulele, and ukulele  
 resources will appear correctly.  Keep in mind that cutouts and electronics will be on the wrong side  
 of the ukulele, and your strumming will sound backwards. 

I support the second school of thought, but it may be a minority opinion.   If you are leK handed, you 
are welcome to use any of the three opTons was you follow this method, but resources will not be 
modifed for leK handed players (at least at this Tme) 

What About LeL Handed Players?
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Here are my rules for buying a ukulele. 

1) Don’t buy the cheapest ukulele. 
2) Don’t buy the most expensive ukulele. 
3) Buy a ukulele that is set up well. 
4) Buy an instrument that is appealing to you, so you will be encouraged to pracTce. 

There are a lot of good ukuleles on the market, some at entry level pricing.  The most important factors for your 
first instrument are that it is set-up correcty (we’ll come back to this in a moment) and that you like it. 

A set-up involves three things.  First, it makes sure that the acTon…the string height…is set low enough to allow 
for easier playing without being so low as to create buzzing.  Second, it involves making sure that the frets are 
level, to avoid buzzing.  Finally, it makes sure that there are no sharp fret ends sTcking out of the ukulele that 
will hurt you. 

There are dealers who set-up every ukulele they sell, such as Mim’s Ukes (VA), The Uke Republic (GA), The 
Ukulele Site (HI), Elderly Music (MI), and Aloha City (IL), and the Southern Ukulele Store (UK).  Not all of these 
companies sell beginner ukuleles. 

There ARE some reliable brands on Amazon as well (not all!).  SuggesTons (as of 7/2020): 

 A) Any Enya Ukulele 
 B) Any Aklot Ukulele 
 C) Any Ranch Ukulele 
 D) Horse Concert Ukulele 
 E) Flight Travel Uklulele TUS or TUSL 

Amazon also allows for returns and offers relaTvely quick shipping.  There are many other great brands, but 
these models above are affordable, great for beginners, and oKen include accessories.  If you find that you fall in 
love with the ukulele, you can buy your second (and third, and fourth) uTlzing the awesome dealers listed above. 

If you have already bought a ukulele, and it has high acTon (bolom of string to top of fret) of more than 0.5mm 
at the 1st fret and 2.75mm at the 12th fret, or sharp fret edges, or buzzing, you will want to learn how to set up 
your own ukulele or take it to a luther to get set-up, which can be a $50 charge (or more). 

As a beginner, it is best to buy from a dealer who includes set-up, or from a one of the above brands on Amazon. 

There are also some great accessories you should buy sooner or later.  If purchasing from Amazon, consider 
doing so through my affiliate store: hlps://www.amazon.com/shop/ukeplayalongs 

Buying a Ukulele

• Clip-On Tuner 
• String Winder with Clipper 
• Extra Strings (I like MarTn M600 for 

soprano & concert, and MarTn M620 for 
tenor) 

• Music Nomad Octopus Tool 
• Music Nomad F-One Fretboard Oil

• String AcTon Ruler 
• Gig bag (if your ukulele did not ship with 

one) 
• Strap 
• Capo? 
• GCEA U t-shirt (at hlps://teespring.com/

stores/ukestuff)

https://teespring.com/stores/ukestuff
https://teespring.com/stores/ukestuff
http://www.apple.com
https://teespring.com/stores/ukestuff
https://teespring.com/stores/ukestuff
http://www.apple.com
https://www.amazon.com/shop/ukeplayalongs
https://www.amazon.com/shop/ukeplayalongs


11

Tuning Peg

Key Parts of the Ukulele

Fret

Sound Hole

Sound Board (top)

Headstock

Neck

Body

Saddle

Bridge

Nut

G C E A

Strings (4, 3, 2, 1)

Image from publicdomainvectors.org 
(Public Domain)

Fretboard (top piece on neck)

http://publicdomainvectors.org
http://publicdomainvectors.org
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In this series of lessons, you are going to learn how to play the first five chords on the ukulele, but that 
requires that you place your fingers on the right frets, and for those strings to be tuned to a specific 
pitch. 

While there are a number of tunings that can be used on the ukulele, we are going to use C6 tuning, 
where the strings are tuned GCEA.  It gets a lille confusing, but we call strings by numbers instead of 
pitch (because the pitch changes when you press down on the string), and in the numnbering, the first 
string is lowest to the floor.  Most people generally tune in reverse order (4, 3, 2, 1 or GCEA). 

Another challenging aspect is that all of the notes of the ukulele are above the middle C on the piano.  
The fouth string G is actually ABOVE the third string C.  This is called reentrant tuning, and it dates 
back to the creaTon of the ukulele, which borrowed most of its tuning from an exisTng five string 
instrument called the rajão.  This special tuning is part of what gives the ukulele its unique sound.  If 
you look closely, you will also noTce that the lower the note, the thicker the string. 

As you tune the ukulele, the two most important things are to know are to a) know which way to turn 
to make the pitch go up or down, and b) to turn the knob for the correct string (we’ve all turned the 
wrong one).  If you turn a string too far, it may break.  Strings can be replaced, but many people are too 
inTmidated to replace their own strings (don’t be…there are many lessons on YouTube), and oKen do 
not have extra strings on hand.  So…just make sure you are turning the correct tuning peg for the 
correct string! 

Also…new strings will stretch for a long Tme, so you need to tune, play, tune, play, etc.  Some ukuleles 
come with imitaTon strings and will not hold their tuning (especially true with “bargain” ukuleles).  If 
this happens, you will want to replace your strings.  If you have played a ukulele for over a week and it 
isn’t holding pitch—it isn’t the tuners—it’s the strings, and you will want to get new ones. 

There are three popular ways to tune a ukulele (if you don’t have perfect pitch):   

1) Match the Pitch (Piano, pitch pipe, tone generator) 
2) Microphone Based Tuner 
3) VibraTon Based Tuner 

In the first method, you hear the required pitch, and then turn the knob of each string unTl it matches 
or comes close to the pitch.  This is what you will need to do the first Tme you tune a new ukulele. 

On the piano, the pitches are:

Tuning a Ukulele

GC E A

m
id

dl
e 

CG E A
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In the second method, you use a tuner with a microphone to make sure that each string is at the 
correct pitch.  The most common microphone method is to use a phone app to tune your ukulele.  This 
can be a challenge in a noisy environment, but if the phone can hear the ukulele, it can help you tune 
correctly.  Many apps also include the ability to play the correct pitches, so that you can “generally” 
match the pitch (first method) before fine-tuning.  There are many tuning apps, just a couple are listed 
below. 

In the final method, the tuner measures vibraTons (the very basis of sound) through the headstock of 
your instrument with a clip-on tuner or through the pickup on an internal tuner.  These tuners tend to  
be highly accurate because they are sensing the direct vibraTon of the strings rather than listening for 
a spitch.  Many clip-on tuners can be used with many instruments, and as a result, have a special 
se�ng for ukulele (usually indicated with a U or Uk), although you can also tune with the chromaTc 
se�ng (usually indicated with a C).  These tuners all require a power source, usually a balery—
although some are USB rechageable, so make sure that you turn off your tuner as soon as you are done 
using it. 
 
With a clip on tuner or phone app, you want to hit the “center” of each note.  If the indicator is to the 
leK of the note leler name, the pitch of the string is too low (flat) and must be made higher (Tghter) to 
hit the right note.  If the indicator is to the right of the note leler name, the pitch of the string is too 
high (sharp), and must be made lower (loosen) to hit the right note.  In general, it is usually best to tune 
a string up (approach from being too low), but do what you need to do to be in tune.   
 
Once you have tuned, quickly tune again, just to be sure.

Tuning a Ukulele (con2nued)

Too Low 
(Flat)

Too High 
(Sharp)

In Tune

GuitarTuna

GuitarTuna gstrings

Guitar Toolkit
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Beginning Ukulele
U102
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Believe it or not, how you hold the ukulele greatly impacts your ability to play the ukulele. 

1. Hold the ukulele next to your body 
2. Hold the bolom of the ukulele in a snug grip with your right arm 
3. The sound hold should face away from you, poinTng away from your body 
4. The neck should be at the 10 o’clock posiTon, and held in your leK hand 
5. If you turn the ukulele to look at your fingers, turn it back before you start to strum 

(learn to put your fingers down without looking at the top of the fretboard) 
6. Try to avoid wrapping your thumb over the top of the neck, as this will impact your ability to 

move freely to other chords 
7. Use your fingerTps when making chord shapes 
8. Your wrist should generally stay in line with your arm while making chord shapes 
9. Don’t press too hard; press just hard enough to get a clear sound on a freled string 
10.Your fingers will hurt when learning to play—take breaks oKen! 
11.You can use a strap with a ukulele, and there are different kinds of straps.  Some beginner 

ukulele packs include strap bulons and a strap.  A strap gives you peace of mind while you play 
as you won’t drop your ukulele, and it frees your leK hand to move up and down the fretboard.  
For these lessons, a strap isn’t essenTal, but as you move to barre chords in the future, or if you 
want to play standing up, a strap can be a great accessory to own

Holding the Ukulele

Cleaned up image from Wikimedia 
(Public Domain Image) 
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If you want to learn how to play the ukulele, you are going to have to pracTce the ukulele.  These 
lessons are intended to help you start playing, but you should pracTce the skill drills (when available) 
and songs unTl you can play them with confidence, and then move to the next video. 

1. Choose a place and Tme you can pracTce without interrupTon 
2. Don’t try to pracTce when you are doing two things at once (e.g. Binging Ne�lix and playing 

ukulele) 
3. Have a comfortable chair—whatever that means for your own preference 
4. Tune your ukulele! 
5. Do some ukulele warm-ups, such as the caterpill and barre warm-ups (discussed below) 
6. PracTce the chord you are currently working on: make the chord as quickly as you can, strum, 

remove the hand.  Repeat a lot of Tmes. 
7. Go through the skill drill of the chord you are working on (if one is available) 
8. PracTce songs using that new chord; both with and without singing along 
9. If there is a place in a song that causes issues, aKer you have made it through the song, go back 

and pracTce just that part, slowly at first and ge�ng faster every repeated Tme.  When you are 
ready, go back try the whole song again.  Then move on! 

10.Play something that makes you happy, or just experiment up and down the neck.

How to Prac2ce the Ukulele

Caterpillar Warm-Up
Play each string separately, with each finger of the leK hand (add a finger) starTng with the 4th 
string.  You can pluck the strings with your right hand thumb or first finger: 

Open, 1st fret, 2nd Fret, 3rd Fret, 4th Fret, 3rd Fret, 2nd Fret, 1st Fret, Open 
 
Play strings 4 and 3 with your thumb, string 2 with your index finger, and string 1 with your middle 
finger

Barre Warm-Up
We aren’t going to play any chords with a barre in this set of lessons, but you should start playing 
barre chord on the very first day you play ukulele.  Don’t get upTght about this…this is a warm-up. 

Extend your first finger over all four strings, and use your thumb behind the neck to give you enough 
strength to push down all four strings.  Start at the 5th fret (where this is easier to do) and play all 
four strings with your thumb…and then go down and up the neck with the barre: 

5th fret, 4th fret, 3rd fret, 2nd fret, 1st fret, 2nd fret, 3rd fret, 4th fret, 5th fret 

If you do this every day, you will develop the skill and when it comes to barre chords later, you will 
find it to be much easier than you ever expected!
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While you can play individual notes on the ukulele (as well as harmony and rhythm at the same 
Tme), we are focusing on the skills of playing the first chords in the context of songs, as a way to 
accompany singing. 

From its start, the ukulele has been used to accompany singers by providing harmonic and rhythm 
support through strumming. 

The basic process of strumming is this: your right hand moves up and down—without stopping—to 
create a palern under a melody that someone sings or plays.  What makes strumming sound 
different is how fast you strum, and whether you hit the strings as you move up and down. 

1. TradiTonally, the index finger is used, especially as a beginner.  You extend your index finger, and 
point towards yourself and then point at the floor 

2. You can use your thumb or mulTple fingers—but try to master the index finger first 
3. The acTon is in the wrist, rather than in the arm, like shaking water off your hand 
4. You strum where the body of the ukulele meets the neck of the ukulele, not over the sound hole 
5. Think about strumming through the strings, rather than touching the tops of the strings 
6. You can use a pick, but picks are not tradiTonally used with ukulele.  If you use a pick, it should 

be a leather or felt pick rather than a plasTc pick.  PlasTc picks are used by guitarists.  Guitars 
which have a thicker top and oKen a pick guard.   

7. Strumming palerns are SUGGESTIONS, not requirements, unless you are playing along with a 
group that has decided on a specific palern to use.  

8. ALWAYS strum with the beat. 
9. If you make a mistake, stop, and join back in as soon as possible.  Don’t give up! 
10.Don’t forget to keep the right hand moving up and down.  Don’t freeze your hand. 
11.And again, there is NO RIGHT ANSWER when it comes to strumming palerns, but there are 

certainly palerns that sound beler with others.  This is supposed to be fun, so learn how to 
strum, but don’t cause yourself undue stress about playing a perfect palern.

Strumming Basics

Some Common Strumming PaSerns
chchchch 

chchchch 

chchchch 

chchchch 

chchchch 

(Swung/Shuffle)

(Island Strum)

Can you see how 
these are all 

variaTons of the 
same palern?
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As it comes to ukulele, there are three types of “notaTon” that are used (someTmes in combinaTon 
with each other): 

• Chord diagrams 
• Tablature 
• TradiTonal music notaTon 

In these lessons, we will focus on chord diagrams, although I also include tradiTonal notaTon on the 
songs for people that already read music.  Chord diagrams show where to put your fingers to play a 
chord (provided that your ukulele is in tune).  Some chord diagrams even indicate what finger to use.  
To understand a chord diagram, imagine that you are holding your ukulele in front of you, with the 
strings facing toward you.

Reading Chord Diagrams

C
Name of Chord

Nut

4 13 2

Finger Indicator

1st Fret

2nd Fret

3rd Fret

4th Fret

123

4

LeK Hand  
Finger Numbers

For these chords,  
play all 4 strings!
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If you have been following along in this method, you have done a lot of work—important work—to 
allow you to reach this point and start playing.  So here is the C Chord. 

On GCEA ukulele, the C chord is made with one finger, and is a great sounding chord because it 
uses a majority of open strings.  It is also the most frequently used chord on a GCEA ukulele. 

It is recommend that you use the 3rd finger on the 1st string to make the C chord—for now.  Think 
about the catepillar warm-up.  If you assign a finger to each fret, starTng with the 1st fret, naturally 
the 3rd finger should play the freled note.

The C Chord

C
A 
1

Place finger behind 3rd fret

3rd Fret

• Use your fingerTp to play the chord 
• Get a clear sound on the 1st string! 
• PracTce with an arch in your hand 

(make a mouse hole) 
• Make sure the thumb isn’t sTcking 

over the opposite side of the 
fretboard 

• Make sure your finger is behind the 
fret and not ON the fret

C

Use the third finger (ring finger) on 
the leK hand to make the chord. 
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Strumming Sugges2ons:

chchchch 

chchchch 

chchchch 

(Swung/Shuffle)

(Swung/Shuffle)
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Throughout this method, you will be provided with links to ukulele play along videos on YouTube 
that will help you to further pracTce your new chords.  When you can play/sing the songs 
comfortably, move to the next chord!

Addi2onal Songs to Prac2ce C

Are You Sleeping? hlps://youtu.be/b7t2n9vDbpU 

Frère Jacques hlps://youtu.be/Zq3n5s0KSLk 

Row, Row, Row Your Boat hlps://youtu.be/y43KVO8MGyE 

Three Blind Mice hlps://youtu.be/MMQHjM8tZw8 

Where Is Thumbkin? hlps://youtu.be/xB_Ggqr8KfE 

*Note: these videos are made from exisTng audio by content creators—all music educators.  They 
create these videos for the classroom, but they have grown to be popular with individuals and 
groups, too.  The copyright holders allow the use of the music, as the videos cannot be moneTzed 
by the creator, and any ad revenue goes back to the copyright holder and YouTube, as if the 
copyright holder themselves released the video (in other words, the content creator works for the 
copyright holder for free).  Therefore, these links can be included in this document, as the ads are 
generaTng content for the copyright holder.  Please note that only songs in the public domain 
appear as sheet music in this method.

https://youtu.be/b7t2n9vDbpU
https://youtu.be/Zq3n5s0KSLk
https://youtu.be/y43KVO8MGyE
https://youtu.be/MMQHjM8tZw8
https://youtu.be/xB_Ggqr8KfE
https://youtu.be/b7t2n9vDbpU
https://youtu.be/Zq3n5s0KSLk
https://youtu.be/y43KVO8MGyE
https://youtu.be/MMQHjM8tZw8
https://youtu.be/xB_Ggqr8KfE
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F

The second chord you will learn is the F chord.  F is a two-finger chord, and is the third most 
frequently used chord on GCEA ukuleles.  Remember to use your fingerTps and to create an arch in 
your fingers that a mouse could sneak through.  If you hear “dead” notes, make sure you are behind 
the fret (not on it), that you are playing with your fingerTps, and that you have an arch in your hand 
as you make the chords.

The F Chord

F
4

• Use your fingerTps to play the chord 
• Get a clear sound on the freled 

strings 
• PracTce with an arch in your hand 

(make a mouse hole) 
• Make sure the thumb isn’t sTcking 

over the opposite side of the 
fretboard 

• Make sure your fingers are behind 
the fret and not ON the fret

2

Quick Check! 

How are you holding your ukulele?
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We will be using skill drills with new chords, so that you can master the changes between chords without having 
to worry about changing chords in Tme to a song/melody.  The key is to hold a steady tempo while changing 
chords. 

First, follow the palern playing one strum every four beats.  Then play the palern with one strum every two 
beats.  Then play the palern using one strum every beat.  When you can transiTon through the chords 
smoothly, move on to the songs! 

Skill Drill (F & C)

Want to play along with a video of this? 

hlps://youtu.be/-xpQksLXUqk 

https://youtu.be/-xpQksLXUqk
https://youtu.be/-xpQksLXUqk
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Strumming Sugges2ons:

chchchch 

chchchch 

chchchch 
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Strumming Sugges2ons:

chchch 

chchch 

chchch

The PaSern 
is in 3!

(shuffle)

(shuffle)
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Throughout this method, you will be provided with links to ukulele play along videos on YouTube 
that will help you to further pracTce your new chords.  When you can play the skill drill and play/
sing the songs comfortably, move to the next chord!

Addi2onal Songs to Prac2ce F

The Farmer in the Dell hlps://youtu.be/OIfExWVyb3U 

Dance the Night Away hlps://youtu.be/OIfExWVyb3U 

Found a Peanut hlps://youtu.be/Us3Zmll4TPo 

Mickey’s Monkey hlps://youtu.be/lc3agvECYIQ 

https://youtu.be/OIfExWVyb3U
https://youtu.be/OIfExWVyb3U
https://youtu.be/Us3Zmll4TPo
https://youtu.be/lc3agvECYIQ
https://youtu.be/OIfExWVyb3U
https://youtu.be/OIfExWVyb3U
https://youtu.be/Us3Zmll4TPo
https://youtu.be/lc3agvECYIQ
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G

The next chord to learn is the G Chord, which uses 3 fingers.  Many methods introduce this chord at 
a later Tme.  The G chord is the second-most used chord on GCEA ukulele, and while you might find 
it challenging at first, as soon as you learn it, it will open many more possibiliTes for your playing.  In 
addiTon, this is the first “gateway chord.”  If you can master this chord, you can face every future 
chord challenge in context of this chord.  In other words, you can say to yourself, “Do you remember 
how hard the G chord was at first?  Well, I’ll conquer this chord, too.”

The G Chord

G
3

• Use your fingerTps to play the chord 
• Get a clear sound on the freled 

strings! 
• PracTce with an arch in your hand 

(make a mouse hole) 
• Make sure the thumb isn’t sTcking 

over the opposite side of the 
fretboard 

• Make sure your fingers are behind 
the fret and not ON the fret

1

Quick Check! 

How are you holding your ukulele? 

Are you playing on your fingerTps? 

Do you have space underneath your 
fre�ng fingers?

2
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We will be using skill drills with new chords, so that you can master the changes between chords without having 
to worry about changing chords in Tme to a song/melody.  The key is to hold a steady tempo while changing 
chords. 

First, follow the palern playing one strum every four beats.  Then play the palern with one strum every two 
beats.  Then play the palern using one strum every beat.  When you can transiTon through the chords 
smoothly, move on to the songs!

Skill Drill (C, F, & G)

Want to play along with a video of this? 

hlps://youtu.be/OHCm8mKa8T0 

https://youtu.be/OHCm8mKa8T0
https://youtu.be/OHCm8mKa8T0
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Strumming Sugges2ons:

chchchch 

chchchch 

chchchch
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Strumming Sugges2ons:

chchchch 

chchchch 

chchchch
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Throughout this method, you will be provided with links to ukulele play along videos on YouTube 
that will help you to further pracTce your new chords.  When you can play the skill drill and play/
sing the songs comfortably, move to the next chord!

Addi2onal Songs to Prac2ce G

Baila Este Cumbia hlps://youtu.be/3jpVs3ryjHI 

Herman the Worm hlps://youtu.be/oyLdx6JTHEY 

Old Joe Clark hlps://youtu.be/oyLdx6JTHEY 

Bidi Bidi Bom Bom hlps://youtu.be/cjlXiwGtpow 

De Colores hlps://youtu.be/bq3f9U2NVSE 

Do You Love Me hlps://youtu.be/bq3f9U2NVSE 

Down on the Corner hlps://youtu.be/6F5TaK8lGCk 

I Love U…kuleles hlps://youtu.be/ACxKxSNP_k4 

Jamaican Farewell hlps://youtu.be/Dta70Kkr3ew 

La Bamba hlps://youtu.be/rUTsC0WtEIM 

Star Wars hlps://youtu.be/azps9O4NprU 

Steal My Girl hlps://youtu.be/TI800t6giZw 

The Fun Song (Spongebob) hlps://youtu.be/ciriG-AZQ7s 

Three Lille Birds hlps://youtu.be/qSj2jsDFbqw 

Wallflowers and Weeds hlps://youtu.be/E4a79CLkzK8 

https://youtu.be/3jpVs3ryjHI
https://youtu.be/oyLdx6JTHEY
https://youtu.be/oyLdx6JTHEY
https://youtu.be/cjlXiwGtpow
https://youtu.be/bq3f9U2NVSE
https://youtu.be/bq3f9U2NVSE
https://youtu.be/6F5TaK8lGCk
https://youtu.be/ACxKxSNP_k4
https://youtu.be/Dta70Kkr3ew
https://youtu.be/rUTsC0WtEIM
https://youtu.be/azps9O4NprU
https://youtu.be/TI800t6giZw
https://youtu.be/ciriG-AZQ7s
https://youtu.be/qSj2jsDFbqw
https://youtu.be/E4a79CLkzK8
https://youtu.be/3jpVs3ryjHI
https://youtu.be/oyLdx6JTHEY
https://youtu.be/oyLdx6JTHEY
https://youtu.be/cjlXiwGtpow
https://youtu.be/bq3f9U2NVSE
https://youtu.be/bq3f9U2NVSE
https://youtu.be/6F5TaK8lGCk
https://youtu.be/ACxKxSNP_k4
https://youtu.be/Dta70Kkr3ew
https://youtu.be/rUTsC0WtEIM
https://youtu.be/azps9O4NprU
https://youtu.be/TI800t6giZw
https://youtu.be/ciriG-AZQ7s
https://youtu.be/qSj2jsDFbqw
https://youtu.be/E4a79CLkzK8
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N

The G7 chord is a very special chord; many people find it easier to play than G, as it shares a similar 
finger posiTon (with fingers 1 and 2) with the F Chord.  The G7 chord has all the notes of a G Chord 
PLUS an extra note, which makes it harmonically unstable.  UlTmately, the G7 wants to collapse to 
the C chord (If you play G7 to C, you’ll hear it).  The G7 is used less frequently than G in music for 
GCEA ukulele, but you do need to know both—and they are not always interchangeable.  There are 
Tmes to use G, and Tmes to use G7.  The G7 requires a “reshuffling” of fingers from the G chord.

The G7 Chord

N
3

• Use your fingerTp to play the chord 
• Get a clear sound on the freled 

strings! 
• PracTce with an arch in your hand 

(make a mouse hole) 
• Make sure the thumb isn’t sTcking 

over the opposite side of the 
fretboard 

• Make sure your finger is behind the 
fret and not ON the fret

1

Quick Check! 

How are you holding your ukulele? 

Are you playing on your fingerTps? 

Do you have space underneath your 
fre�ng fingers?

2
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We will be using skill drills with new chords, so that you can master the changes between chords without having 
to worry about changing chords in Tme to a song/melody.  The key is to hold a steady tempo while changing 
chords. 

First, follow the palern playing one strum every four beats.  Then play the palern with one strum every two 
beats.  Then play the palern using one strum every beat.  When you can transiTon through the chords 
smoothly, move on to the songs!

Skill Drill (C, F, G, & G7)

Want to play along with a video of this? 

hlps://youtu.be/EmgFMGBA2Do 

https://youtu.be/EmgFMGBA2Do
https://youtu.be/EmgFMGBA2Do
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Strumming Sugges2ons:

chchchch  chchchch  

chchchch 
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Strumming Sugges2ons:

chchchchchch 

chchchchchch

The paSern 
is in 6!
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Throughout this method, you will be provided with links to ukulele play along videos on YouTube 
that will help you to further pracTce your new chords.  When you can play the skill drill and play/
sing the songs comfortably, move to the next chord!

Addi2onal Songs to Prac2ce G7

Jambalaya hlps://youtu.be/e4XrXaIFGUw 

The Dreidel Song hlps://youtu.be/5bex0EOJjtI 

Hound Dog hlps://youtu.be/Dta70Kkr3ew 

Iko Iko hlps://youtu.be/Dta70Kkr3ew 

Keep on the Sunny Side hlps://youtu.be/Dta70Kkr3ew 

Lava hlps://youtu.be/kbexjxcLA8E 

Rain, Please Go Away hlps://youtu.be/2L51fGDfm_k 

Surfin’ USA hlps://youtu.be/lFfCAxv43TM 

This Land is Your Land hlps://youtu.be/66JMZve5Uvs 

Unique hlps://youtu.be/6raJdIowjbE 

Wipeout hlps://youtu.be/XZoS4K2FwPg 

https://youtu.be/e4XrXaIFGUw
https://youtu.be/5bex0EOJjtI
https://youtu.be/Dta70Kkr3ew
https://youtu.be/Dta70Kkr3ew
https://youtu.be/Dta70Kkr3ew
https://youtu.be/kbexjxcLA8E
https://youtu.be/2L51fGDfm_k
https://youtu.be/lFfCAxv43TM
https://youtu.be/66JMZve5Uvs
https://youtu.be/6raJdIowjbE
https://youtu.be/XZoS4K2FwPg
https://youtu.be/e4XrXaIFGUw
https://youtu.be/5bex0EOJjtI
https://youtu.be/Dta70Kkr3ew
https://youtu.be/Dta70Kkr3ew
https://youtu.be/Dta70Kkr3ew
https://youtu.be/kbexjxcLA8E
https://youtu.be/2L51fGDfm_k
https://youtu.be/lFfCAxv43TM
https://youtu.be/66JMZve5Uvs
https://youtu.be/6raJdIowjbE
https://youtu.be/XZoS4K2FwPg
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a

The Am (A minor) is the last chord that we are going to learn in this parTcular method.  It is a one-
finger chord, where you reach over with the second finger to the fourth string.  Many ukulele 
methods introduce this chord immediately aKer the C chord, as it is a one finger chord, but in reality, 
there are very few songs that use just C and Am.  If we introduce the Am chord at this point, we 
unlock hundreds of songs that are not in the public domain—songs that you know and love.

The Am Chord

a
4

• Use your fingerTp to play the chord 
• Get a clear sound on the freled 

strings! 
• PracTce with an arch in your hand 

(make a mouse hole) 
• Make sure the thumb isn’t sTcking 

over the opposite side of the 
fretboard 

• Make sure your finger is behind the 
fret and not ON the fret

Quick Check! 

How are you holding your ukulele? 

Are you playing on your fingerTps? 

Do you have space underneath your 
fre�ng fingers?
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We will be using skill drills with new chords, so that you can master the changes between chords without having 
to worry about changing chords in Tme to a song/melody.  The key is to hold a steady tempo while changing 
chords. 

First, follow the palern playing one strum every four beats.  Then play the palern with one strum every two 
beats.  Then play the palern using one strum every beat.  When you can transiTon through the chords 
smoothly, move on to the songs!

Skill Drill (C, F, G, G7, & Am)

Want to play along with a video of this? 

hlps://youtu.be/zMGctBKwLXw 

https://youtu.be/zMGctBKwLXw
https://youtu.be/zMGctBKwLXw
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Strumming Sugges2ons:

chchchch 

chchchch
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Strumming Sugges2ons:
chchch 

chchch 

chchch

The paSern 
is in 3!

* Eventually Dm will work beler in place of this F

*

*
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Strumming Sugges2ons:

chchchch 

chchchch

*

*

* Eventually Dm will work beler in place of this F
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Throughout this method, you will be provided with links to ukulele play along videos on YouTube 
that will help you to further pracTce your new chords.  When you can play the skill drill and play/
sing the songs comfortably, move to the next chord!

Addi2onal Songs to Prac2ce Am

Jolene hlps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XXsBevDXxew 

Scars to Your BeauTful hlps://youtu.be/7DgDYp98-gk 

Stay With Me hlps://youtu.be/zJPJiXGl1PA 

Gummy Bear Song hlps://youtu.be/vv14Q3Jgbg8 

Good to Be Alive hlps://youtu.be/EF15Ip2Ig3M 

RipTde hlps://youtu.be/oGRywmICVYw 

Rude hlps://youtu.be/OiArA0ex5qc 

Wake Me Up hlps://youtu.be/dYN23fUogiQ 

Youngblood hlps://youtu.be/7-wzGVROkR4 

Brave hlps://youtu.be/q472U1Rt-5k 

Colors hlps://youtu.be/ZPcYA75voaQ 

Don’t Give Up on Me hlps://youtu.be/Tr1oFEEJz7M 

Girls Like You hlps://youtu.be/Az0NNK1xBOM 

Happier (Sheeran) hlps://youtu.be/jVZ_0t9dXqE 

Ho Hey hlps://youtu.be/-zClMcrDsz0 

Me hlps://youtu.be/SMqba_kZtTo 

Shut Up and Dance With Me hlps://youtu.be/PRGlcJlfnhE 

The Show hlps://youtu.be/b58vAsfCSTk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XXsBevDXxew
https://youtu.be/7DgDYp98-gk
https://youtu.be/zJPJiXGl1PA
https://youtu.be/vv14Q3Jgbg8
https://youtu.be/EF15Ip2Ig3M
https://youtu.be/oGRywmICVYw
https://youtu.be/OiArA0ex5qc
https://youtu.be/dYN23fUogiQ
https://youtu.be/7-wzGVROkR4
https://youtu.be/q472U1Rt-5k
https://youtu.be/ZPcYA75voaQ
https://youtu.be/Tr1oFEEJz7M
https://youtu.be/Az0NNK1xBOM
https://youtu.be/jVZ_0t9dXqE
https://youtu.be/-zClMcrDsz0
https://youtu.be/SMqba_kZtTo
https://youtu.be/PRGlcJlfnhE
https://youtu.be/b58vAsfCSTk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XXsBevDXxew
https://youtu.be/7DgDYp98-gk
https://youtu.be/zJPJiXGl1PA
https://youtu.be/vv14Q3Jgbg8
https://youtu.be/EF15Ip2Ig3M
https://youtu.be/oGRywmICVYw
https://youtu.be/OiArA0ex5qc
https://youtu.be/dYN23fUogiQ
https://youtu.be/7-wzGVROkR4
https://youtu.be/q472U1Rt-5k
https://youtu.be/ZPcYA75voaQ
https://youtu.be/Tr1oFEEJz7M
https://youtu.be/Az0NNK1xBOM
https://youtu.be/jVZ_0t9dXqE
https://youtu.be/-zClMcrDsz0
https://youtu.be/SMqba_kZtTo
https://youtu.be/PRGlcJlfnhE
https://youtu.be/b58vAsfCSTk
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Final Exam
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CongratulaTons!  You have completed GCEA University, courses U101 and U102!  

You may earn a cerTficate of compleTon by compleTng two tasks. 

1) Make a video of yourself playing and singing  (even if you’re not a great singer) any song with at 
least four of the five chords in this method (C, F, Am, and one of the G chords).  Share that video 
online—on YouTube, stored in Google Drive, or on our GCEA U page on Facebook (hlps://
www.facebook.com/groups/631711214370811).  Be able to copy the link to that video, because 
you will need to share that link in the next part of the assignment. 

2) Complete the GCEA U “Wrilen Exam” with at least 85% accuracy.  One of the quesTons ask you to 
place the link to the video that you created into the exam.  Make sure to provide your e-mail so that 
you can be sent a cerTficate and leler to print out. 

LINK TO FINAL EXAM: hlps://forms.gle/qLxPRE3yQE5pXwXt5 

The cerTficate will indicate that you have spent fiKeen hours to complete the course (watching videos, 
pracTcing, and compleTng the final exam).  If you are teacher planning on submi�ng these hours for 
relicensure, check with your relicensure commilee before starTng the course. 

It may be a few days (or longer) before I am able to send you a cerTficate.   

Thank you so much for compleTng the course, and I wish you the very best! 

Christopher J. Russell, Ph.D. 
UkeStuff.info 

hlps://www.buymeacoffee.com/ukestuff 

How To Earn the Cer2ficate of Comple2on

https://www.facebook.com/groups/631711214370811
https://www.facebook.com/groups/631711214370811
https://forms.gle/qLxPRE3yQE5pXwXt5
http://UkeStuff.info
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/ukestuff
https://www.facebook.com/groups/631711214370811
https://www.facebook.com/groups/631711214370811
https://forms.gle/qLxPRE3yQE5pXwXt5
http://UkeStuff.info
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/ukestuff
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If you are interested in further instrucTon on the ukulele, check out the following websites.  Most of these are 
subscripTon-based, and appear in alphabeTcal order.  Please note that no one paid for inclusion in this list. 

ArTstWorks (Craig Chee & Sarah Maisel)  
hlps://arTstworks.com/ukulele-lessons-craig-sarah 

Bernadele Teaches Music (YouTube) 
hlps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHF88ovEEPETzNtEUbgGBuw 

Bernadele’s 30 Day Ukulele Course  
hlps://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJFa3EaocfZmuwRS6jXrrpUj7uWoTaqVW 

Cynthia Lin 
hlps://www.youtube.com/user/cynthialinmusic 

Dr. Uke (Wesley Lamonte) 
hlps://www.youtube.com/user/WesleyLamonte 

KaTe DeNure (One Music School) 
hlps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXGiCLn-Xh9VwDT8h06rOIA 

Rock Class 101 
hlps://rockclass101.com 

U Can Uke 
hlps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJw6mvMFO5YaK-rMcQRQ0Ew 

Uke Like the Pros 
hlps://www.ukelikethepros.com 

UkeStuff (YouTube) 
hlps://www.youtube.com/ukestuff 

Ukulele Underground 
hlps://ukuleleunderground.com 

The Ukulele Sisters 
hlps://ukulele.io 

Ukulele Wales (YouTube) 
hlps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQxNRbyi3i4Nvqpo55bWBkg 

The Ukulele Way/Uketropolis 
hlps://www.uketropolis.com/theukuleleway 

Uncle Rod’s ‘Ukulele Boot Camp 
hlp://ukulelebootcamp.weebly.com 

Ukulele Zen 
hlps://www.youtube.com/user/StUkulele 

Next Steps
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