
Readily available

Playability
The sound is passable at best, not loud, not complex, and “trapped punchy,” even with different strings.

UkeGuide

Scale Length Measured Scale Length Number of Frets Side PosiEon Markers? Body Style

Soprano 13.625 inches 12 Yes Double Bout

Sound Board Back & Sides Fretboard Bridge Radius Fretboard?

Laminate Sengon Laminate Sengon Mahogany Mahogany (Slo@ed) No

Nut & Saddle Compensated Saddle? Finish Overall Length & Weight Tuner Type

ABS No Semi-Transparent 
Gloss

20.375 in., 9.2 oz. Open Gear

AcEon at 1st Fret AcEon at 12th Fret Nut Width Space @ 1st Fret* Depth @ 3rd Fret*

***1.0 mm ***2.75 mm 34.62 mm 8.37 mm (27.90 mm G-A) 21.53 mm

Mahalo MK1TBS Kahiko Series Soprano Ukulele

Cost 
(U.S. Dollars) $0 $1500

Value
Price exceeds value

Build Quality
CriEcal issues Appears flawless

Appearance
Plain Many appointments

Availability 
(At Eme of review) Difficult to find

Poor

Volume
So`/Muted Loud

Tone
Dark Bright

Price meets value Value exceeds price

Excellent

Build makes playing easierBuild does not ease playing

I bought this in 2015 to see if it would work for a school sedng.  At the Eme, I knew very liele about 
ukulele.   It was extremely inexpensive ($25-$36 dollars) and funcEoned as a ukulele with geared 
tuners.  You get what you pay for.  The ukulele plays and funcEons as an instrument…but it doesn’t 
look very good (any color) or sound that great.  the acEon is terrible, and the bridge might be pulling 
away from the body.  In 2021, it is sEll available, unchanged, and the market has passed it by.

$29.95 on Amazon

The semi-transparent finish show the sengon wood paeern…but it isn’t aeracEve at all with any finish, and there are no 
appointments, whatsoever, other than geared tuners.

Accessories Included: Extra light cloth gig bag 
                                                   
Links: UkeStuff.Info  

Laminate and “plucky/“  Thin laminate helps.  Best held away from the body.

2.5 Ukes

*Between Strings 
**Top of strings to boeom of neck 
***A`er adjustment of the saddle 

Inexpensive finish, very rough finishing, and bad set-up.   The bridge may be separaEng from the body.

You will either need to have someone set this up (at least $25) or know how to set it  up yourself to make it a 
decent playing ukulele—and there are ukuleles shipped with good general setups for less than that.

Not quiet, not loud.

1/2021

RaEng Summary Statement

SEll available from Amazon and Mahalo dealers in early 2021

The acEon on every one of these (at one point the school had 57 of these) had excessively high acEon.  String spacing is Eght, for a 
35mm nut, and the neck has a liele bit of an improved profile.  

Sound Quality

https://youtu.be/EW1hDqQfoWU

