
The ukulele sounds wonderful, but isn’t super loud.  It has nice sustain and a bright overall sound from the aspen.

UkeGuide

Scale Length Measured Scale Length Number of Frets Side Marker Dots? Body Style

Tenor 17 inches 18 (14 to body) Yes Amoeba

Sound Board Back & Sides Fretboard Bridge Radius Fretboard?

Solid Aspen Solid Black Walnut Rosewood Rosewood (String 
Through)

No

Nut & Saddle Compensated Saddle? Finish Overall Length & Weight Tuner Type

Corian No Satin 26 in., 1 lb. 4.9 oz. Closed Geared Tuners

Action at 1st Fret Action at 12th Fret Nut Width Space @ 1st Fret* Depth @ 3rd Fret**

0.5 mm 2.00 mm 35.48 mm 9.11 mm (28.99 mm G-A) 22.42 mm

Bonanza Tenor Amoeba Ukulele

Cost 
(U.S. Dollars) $0 $1500

Value
Price exceeds value

Build Quality
Critical issues Appears flawless

Appearance
Plain Many appointments

Availability 
(At time of review) Difficult to find

Sound Quality
Poor

Volume
Soft/Muted Loud

Tone
Dark Bright

Price meets value Value exceeds price

Readily available

Excellent

Playability
Build makes playing easier

Back in 2016, Pete Mai from Bonanza Ukulele was showing his newest concept, the Amoeba Ukulele, at the 
Great Minnesota Ukulele Gathering.  I ordered one at the show, and received it several months later.  Every 
Bonanza is made by Pete using non-traditional ukulele method, such as the kerfing is from the black walnut 
back!  Pete no longer builds ukuleles where side bending is required, and still makes Amoeba-shaped 
ukuleles.  It’s a wonderful custom-built ukulele at a great price from a builder who makes them differently.

$399 (This model no longer in production)

Very plain overall, and the Amoeba shape is special, meant to be comfortable to hold, and it is!   
The shape of the body will not appeal to all buyers.

Accessories Included: Gig bag, Stickers, Booklet 
Video: UkeStuff.Info  

The ukulele has an overall brighter sound with good sustain.

4.5 Ukes

*Between Strings 
**Top of strings to bottom of neck

This is a wonderful ukulele to play; Pete now makes 1.5” nut widths standard on all Bonanzas, so this nut is 
more towards 35mm, and he also used Mainland necks at this time.  Low action, easy to play.

A beautifully crafted instrument in all respects; smooth edges, incredibly comfortable to play.

Bonanza offers American-made (higher labor/materials cost) customized ukuleles from a master woodworker who thinks 
outside the box.  Always an outstanding value.

The ukulele isn’t incredibly loud.
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Rating Summary Statement

Pete no longer makes this type of ukulele, where bending the sides is required.

Build does not ease playing

https://youtu.be/SN8I0S-viSs

