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‘TAKE TEN’ – a Quodlibet for massed singing 
 

A quodlibet ( Latin for "whatever you wish") is a musical composition that combines 
several different, often light-hearted, melodies together.  All of these songs 
follow the same 2-chord harmonic pattern so can be sung together.  Sing song 
number 1 first, then 2 followed by 1 and 2 together, then add others one by one 
until all ten are sung and played together.  Try also in other keys eg: D & A7, F & 
C7, G & D7 etc. 
 
Count: 1, 2, 3, 4 / 1, 2, 3, 4 for each line 
 
 
There  
[C] Was an old man called Michael Finnegan 
[G7] He had whiskers on his ‘chin-a-gen’, the 
[C] Wind came down and blew them ‘in-a-gen’ 
[G7] Poor old Michael [C] Finnegan (begin-a-gen) 
 
[C] Hey-ho skip to my Lou 
[G7 Hey-ho skip to my Lou 
[C] Hey-ho skip to my Lou 
[G7] Skip to my Lou my [C] darling 
 
[C] Bobby Shaftoe’s gone to sea 
[G7} Silver buckles on his knee 
[C] He’ll come back and marry me 
[G7] Bonny Bobby [C] Shaftoe 
 
[C] Come back ‘Liza, come back girl 
[G7] Wipe the tear from my eye 
[C] Whenever me think of that nice girl ‘Liz 
[G7] Water come to me [C] eye 
 
[C] Merrily we roll a-long 
[G7] Roll a-long, roll a-long  
[C] Merrily we roll a-long  
[G7] ‘Oer the dark blue [C] sea 
 
[C] London bridge is falling down 
[G7] Falling down, falling down 
[C] London bridge is falling down 
[G7 My fair [C] lady 

{Omit ‘There’ first time} 1 
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He’s got the 
[C] Whole world in His hands, he’s got the 
[G7] Whole wide world in His hands, he’s got the 
[C] Whole world in His hands, the 
[G7] Whole world in His [C] hands 
 
[C] Lavender’s blue, dilly dilly 
[G7 Lavender’s green 
[C] When you are king, dilly dilly 
[G7] I will be [C] queen 
 
[C] One more river, and 
[G7] That’s the river of Jordan 
[C] One more river, and 
[G7] That’s the river to [C] cross 
 
[C] Buffalo gals wont you come out tonight 
[G7] Come out tonight, Come out tonight? 
[C] Buffalo gals wont you come out tonight? And 
[G7] Dance by the light of the [C] moon 
 

 

{Often sung in 3-time, sing 
this with 4 beats to the bar} 

{Omit ‘He’s got the..’ the 
first time} 
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{NB: Line 2 two 2nd ‘Come 
out..’ clashes a little with 
the chord – ignore!} 


