
This is a lovely sounding ukulele, and we have fitted Worth Browns to temper the bright qualities of the spruce.   
With those strings, the sound is warm and bright, with very good volume, sustain, and clear overtones.

UkeGuide

Scale Length Measured Scale Length Number of Frets Side Marker Dots? Body Style

Tenor 16.875 inches 18 (14 to body) Yes (at 5, 7, 10, & 12) Double Bout 
with Scalloped Cutaway

Sound Board Back & Sides Fretboard Bridge Radius Fretboard?

Spruce Pao Ferro Rosewood (this model) Rosewood (this model) 
 (Tie bar)

No

Nut & Saddle Compensated Saddle? Finish Overall Length & Weight Tuner Type

NuBone No Gloss 25.75 in., 1 lb. 7.1 oz. Gold Open Gears

Action at 1st Fret Action at 12th Fret Nut Width Space @ 1st Fret* Depth @ 3rd Fret**

0.25 mm 2.65 mm 34.83 mm 8.89 mm (28.62 mm G-A) 22.11 mm

Kala KA-SPT-SC Spruce/Pao Ferro Tenor Ukulele

Cost 
(U.S. Dollars) $0 $1500

Value
Price exceeds value

Build Quality
Critical issues Appears flawless

Appearance
Plain Many appointments

Availability 
(At time of review) Difficult to find

Sound Quality
Poor

Volume
Soft/Muted Loud

Tone
Dark Bright

Price meets value Value exceeds price

Readily available

Excellent

Playability
Build makes playing easier

This lovely ukulele was obtained by a friend who asked me to change the strings on it, and to check the set-up.  We chose 
Worth Browns, which not only complement the looks of the ukulele, but really contribute to a balanced sound with the 
solid spruce top.  It is a gorgeous ukulele that sounds wonderful; its only negative aspects are its price (nearly $400 new), 
availability (discontinued by Kala), and Kala’s choice to use 35mm nuts with tight spacing and a very thick C shaped neck 
even on its tenor ukuleles.  To my eyes, older versions with a rosewood fretboard are more attractive.  If you don’t mind the 
35mm nut and playing experience, this is an excellent ukulele and it is highly recommend.

No longer available from Kala, but new old stock available at $389

This is a beautiful ukulele; I am partial towards scalloped cutaways on ukuleles.  Many features on this one, including gold Grover-like tuners,  
detail on the bridge, and walnut binding and rosette!  Gorgeous!

Accessories Included: None 
Video: UkeStuff.Info  

Just a lovely overall tone, balanced with qualities of warmth and brightness. 
Great core tone, potentially for recording, with overtones and sustain.

4.5 Ukes

*Between Strings 
**Top of strings to bottom of neck

This is really the only disappointing aspect of this ukulele; it features a standard Kala neck with standard (sub) 35mm nut,  
tight string spacing, and a C shaped neck.  Playable?  Sure.  But for the price, it could be better.

It is a beautiful build with nice attention to detail.  There is a slight flaw in the wood on the back near the walnut binding.

The value here is likely the price; try to buy used as older models used a rosewood fretboard which (to my eyes) looks 
better than the laurel fretboard on later models (which are still available in some stores)

Good volume, assisted by the spruce top.

3/2022

Rating Summary Statement

No longer available from Kala, but new “old” stock still exists in early 2022, and of course, used models do appear on the market.

Build does not ease playing

https://youtu.be/vZXJ2lK8jtU

