
It is a very nice sound with a spruce top, but the sound is tempered by the laminate back and sides, and also the Aquila strings 
on the instrument.  I would try a set of Worth Browns or Fremont Blacks on the ukulele (fluorocarbon might be too bright)

UkeGuide

Scale Length Measured Scale Length Number of Frets Side Marker Dots? Body Style

Concert 14.875 inches 18 (14 to body) Yes Double bout

Sound Board Back & Sides Fretboard Bridge Radius Fretboard?

Solid Spruce Laminate Exotic Mahogany Rosewood Rosewood (Tie bar) No

Nut & Saddle Compensated Saddle? Finish Overall Length & Weight Tuner Type

Nubone (black) No Satin 24 in., 1 lb. 2.0 oz. Open Geared

Action at 1st Fret Action at 12th Fret Nut Width Space @ 1st Fret* Depth @ 3rd Fret**

<0.5mm 2 mm 34.70 8.71 mm (28.66 G-A) 22.35 mm

Kala KA-SSEM-C Solid Spruce Top Exotic Mahogany Concert Ukulele

Cost 
(U.S. Dollars) $0 $1500

Value
Price exceeds value

Build Quality
Critical issues Appears flawless

Appearance
Plain Many appointments

Availability 
(At time of review) Difficult to find

Sound Quality
Poor

Volume
Soft/Muted Loud

Tone
Dark Bright

Price meets value Value exceeds price

Readily available

Excellent

Playability
Build makes playing easier

The Kala KA-SSEM-C is an attractive instrument reminiscent of a classical guitar, further caused by a solid 
spruce top and a very classical rosette.  This is topped off with nice binding and purling, as well as beautiful 
laminate exotic mahogany for the back and sides.  The instrument is made well, and Kala rewards you with a 
much better instrument for just a little more investment.  The instrument is warmer than spruce ought to be, 
so I would try other strings.  Like all import Kalas, it has narrow spacing and a thick C neck.  Recommended.

$219 without any “package”

Beautiful binding and purfling, classic spruce looks (like a mini guitar) with attractive exotic mahogany and 
the heel cap is a nice touch.

Accessories Included: None 
Links: UkeStuff.Info  

I’d like more of the spruce brightness and would try other strings.   Decent sustain.

4.5 Ukes

*Between Strings 
**Top of strings to bottom of neck 

As with all Kalas, it has a 35mm nut with narrow spacing and a thick C shaped neck.  One factor is the high quality satin finish  
on this model, which feels great in the hands.  The setup was wonderful on this model.

When you pay a little more for a Kala, you get a much higher quality ukulele.

Kala is, perhaps, the largest ukulele supplier on the planet.  As such, they set the price standards for the industry.

Good projection!
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Rating Summary Statement

The model seems to be discontinued but is available both used and as new old stock.

Build does not ease playing


