
The sound is laminate and not great, but it is punchy and has some high end harmonics (especially with fluorocarbon 
strings).  It is never going to match a solid top ukulele or a laminate Kiwaya, but it is far from displeasing!

UkeGuide

Scale Length Measured Scale Length Number of Frets Side Marker Dots? Body Style

Soprano 13.375 inches 15 (12 to body) No Double bout

Sound Board Back & Sides Fretboard Bridge Radius Fretboard?

Laminate Mahogany Laminate Mahogany Rosewood Rosewood (Slotted) Yes?

Nut & Saddle Compensated Saddle? Finish Overall Length & Weight Tuner Type

Plastic No (Is curved!) Satin 20.5 in., 12.8 oz. Friction

Action at 1st Fret Action at 12th Fret Nut Width Space @ 1st Fret* Depth @ 3rd Fret**

>1.0 mm 2.75 mm 35.51 mm 8.47 mm (27.97 mm G-A) 17.75 mm

Rogue RU12 Soprano Ukulele

Cost 
(U.S. Dollars) $0 $1500

Value
Price exceeds value

Build Quality
Critical issues Appears flawless

Appearance
Plain Many appointments

Availability 
(At time of review) Difficult to find

Sound Quality
Poor

Volume
Soft/Muted Loud

Tone
Dark Bright

Price meets value Value exceeds price

Readily available

Excellent

Playability
Build makes playing easier

It appears that Rogue Ukuleles, once carried by Guitar Center brands, it appears they are no longer available.  I have to 
admit that I was biased against them due to their low price, questionable construction, and friction tuners.  It isn’t a high end 
ukulele, and there are quality issues with the interior and exterior, but this actually works as a ukulele with a bit of a boxy 
tone and high action, but the tuners have no cardboard in them, the neck is wonderfully shaped, and there are high end 
overtones (with fluorocarbon strings).  For $40 or less, a Rogue RU12 is worth the investment to do some basic set-up work 
and make a nice low cost ukulele…and the gig bag is pretty neat, too  That said, not a great ukulele for a beginner.

Originally $40

From a distance, it is an attractive ukulele.  Up close, there are cosmetic issues that appears.  It is a plain, basic ukulele for 
beginners that isn’t great for beginners.

Accessories Included: Pleather (naugahyde) case 
Video: UkeStuff.Info  

It’s a bit of a boxy, dark tone…but there is sustain (low end) and harmonics!

3.0 Ukes

*Between Strings 
**Top of strings to bottom of neck

The neck is AMAZING, and is one of the thinnest necks I have ever seen on a ukulele.  It has a radius fretboard.  The 
challenges are a 35mm nut, narrow string spacing, high action, and some sharp fret ends.  This could be REALLY good.

There were obvious efforts to keep the cost low, and it shows in the construction…but the flaws are cosmetic, not critical.

The $40 price is likely at value, with the gig bag.  Some setup work is needed.

Good value for an instrument with laminate that isn’t the best.  How good could this have been with better materials?
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Rating Summary Statement

No longer available!  They are available used@

Build does not ease playing


