
The sound is pleasing for a laminate ukulele, helped by the solid top.  It uses D’Addario EJ65 Clear Nylon strings, I will 
eventually try it with other strings.  it isn’t the loudest (like the TUC-A1) but has a nice overall tone. 

UkeGuide

Scale Length Measured Scale Length Number of Frets Side Marker Dots? Body Style

Concert 15 inches 18 (14 to body) Yes (5, 7, 10, 12, 15) Double bout

Sound Board Back & Sides Fretboard Bridge Radius Fretboard?

Solid Mahogany Laminate Mahogany Rosewood Rosewood (Tie bar) No

Nut & Saddle Compensated Saddle? Finish Overall Length & Weight Tuner Type

Bone No Dark Matte Stain 23.75 in., 1 lb. 0.5 oz. Open Geared (black/gold)

Action at 1st Fret Action at 12th Fret Nut Width Space @ 1st Fret* Depth @ 3rd Fret**

<0.5 mm 2.25 mm 35.04 mm 8.81 mm (28.92 mm G-A) 21.56 mm

Tom Solid Top Mahogany Black Concert Ukulele TUC-B1

Cost 
(U.S. Dollars) $0 $1500

Value
Price exceeds value

Build Quality
Critical issues Appears flawless

Appearance
Plain Many appointments

Availability 
(At time of review) Difficult to find

Sound Quality
Poor

Volume
Soft/Muted Loud

Tone
Dark Bright

Price meets value Value exceeds price

Readily available

Excellent

Playability
Build makes playing easier

Two versions of these instruments, different only in stain color, were available from Amazon, and I purchased two 
of them.   At under $30 on sale, they were a ridiculous bargain with a solid top.  The TUC-A1 and B1 feature a 
standard 35mm nut and C shaped neck, and might benefit from other strings.   The volume is good, not great, but 
the tone is pleasing.  Be cautious about humidity with a solid top.  This model did not include strap buttons where 
the A1 did.  Recommended…if you can find one.  I have special plans for this one, which I will keep. 

Currently unavailable, was selling for $40

While I purchased two Tom Ukuleles at a low price (see my review of the TUC-A1), this model appeals more to me due to 
the black color of the stain and the metal pressed “T” on the headstock.

Accessories Included: Bag, tuner, neck strap, capo, strings, and cloth 
Video: UkeStuff.Info  

It isn’t a complex tone, but it is bright and clear with sustain on both ends of the spectrum.  
The mid range sustains as long as the harmonics.

4.0 Ukes

*Between Strings 
**Top of strings to bottom of neck

The nut and string spacing are typical of imported ukuleles (35mm nut, sub-29mm string spacing at the 1st 
fret), thick C shaped neck, but the ukulele also has nice, low action.

Overall, a very good build; some missing stain on the inside edge of the sound hole.

For $40, with a solid top (3A Mahogany?), and good kit, this was a great value.  Does not include strap buttons like the TUC-A1.

Like the TUC-A1, not the loudest instrument, and perhaps its worst quality.  Good, not bad, not great.

11/2022

Rating Summary Statement

This model shows as unavailable as of November 2022.  One model of the TUC-A1 was available at the time for $40.

Build does not ease playing


