
The overall sound is decent, but darker.  Fluorocarbon strings might bring out more brightness.

UkeGuide

Scale Length Measured Scale Length Number of Frets Side Marker Dots? Body Style

Concert 15.125 inches 12 (12 to body) Yes Double Bout

Sound Board Back & Sides Fretboard Bridge Radius Fretboard?

Laminate Meranti Laminate Merantt Rosewood Rosewood (Tie bar) No

Nut & Saddle Compensated Saddle? Finish Overall Length & Weight Tuner Type

TUSQ No Open pore flat satin 23.75 in., 1 lb.4.3 oz. Open Geared

Action at 1st Fret Action at 12th Fret Nut Width Space @ 1st Fret* Depth @ 3rd Fret**

0.5 mm 3.25 mm 37.44 8.80 mm (27.60 G-A) 21.22 mm

  Kala Victorian Cigar Box Concert Ukulele KA-CB-VICT-C

Cost 
(U.S. Dollars) $0 $1500

Value
Price exceeds value

Build Quality
Critical issues Appears flawless

Appearance
Plain Many appointments

Availability 
(At time of review) Difficult to find

Sound Quality
Poor

Volume
Soft/Muted Loud

Tone
Dark Bright

Price meets value Value exceeds price

Readily available

Excellent

Playability
Build makes playing easier

This ukulele, made of laminate meranti (a very inexpensive laminate), caught my eye as a new model in 2022 from Kala; a 
previous cigar box model from a large manufacturer was available from Eddy Finn.  The instrument has some nice features 
for Kala’s price point, including a strap button and a bag, and the overall look is attractive but understated.  The sound is 
decent.  There are issues with a side position marker at the 9th fret and a loose strap button that cannot be tightened.  The 
action could be lower at the 12th fret, and the string spacing should be wider on what is a larger nut.  The side position 
marker needs to be fixed; other finishes would be appreciated.

$89

Laser engraved front, otherwise there is a natural satin finish on the box.

Accessories Included: Gig Bag, Strap Button 
Links: UkeStuff.Info  

Definitely on the darker side of the spectrum. The E above middle C sustains beyond other notes,  
and I hear harmonics on a G.

2.5 Ukes

*Between Strings 
**Top of strings to bottom of neck

The action is a little high at the 12th fret, it has a wider nut, but the string spacing is more in line with a 35mm nut.

It is a traditionally built, square ukulele with distinct edges on the box itself, made of a less expensive laminate.  The main issue is the 
side position marker at the 9th fret.  Lots of glue mess on the inside; and a loose strap button.

For an entry level Kala that is concert scale and includes a gig bag and strap button, it is a good value.

It is a ukulele that has some power, thanks to the large box and the surface area of the soundboard.  I wonder what a solid 
cedar top would sound like. Or a solid mahogany top?
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Rating Summary Statement

Available at any Kala dealer or even Amazon.

Build does not ease playing


